
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians of Sixth Grade Students, 
 

Today I had the pleasure of welcoming your child to a new and exciting school year at Hammarskjold 
Middle School. I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you as well as provide you 
with important information about what to expect from this class. My name is Ms. Cassandra Whelan 
and I will be your child’s 6th grade Integrated Language Arts (ILA) teacher. This year in ILA we will 
continue to enhance students’ skills in analysis, speaking, spelling, reading, writing, and thinking through 
various assignments and activities. As you know, the skills gained from Language Arts are critical to 
your child’s success in all the other subject areas. 
 

The first days of school will be spent getting to know each other by participating in “ice-breaker” 
activities; reviewing class expectations, routines, and procedures; and completing review assignments 
that will prepare the students for new learning. Most homework assignments this week will focus on 
preparing materials for class and working with your child to fill out information that I can keep on file 
throughout the school year to help ensure a successful learning experience for your child. 
 

I am looking forward to working and communicating with you throughout the school year. There are 
several ways to follow the class activities, help your child succeed, and stay connected: 

• My website (https://www.ebnet.org/Page/10703) – Visit my website for information about daily 
class activities, Scholastic Book Order information, and other important updates. 

• Parent Access – Use the login information provided by the school to check for upcoming graded 
assignments, as well as assignments that have been graded. This will be my primary method for 
communicating with you regarding your child’s grades, so it’s critical that you check the site 
often for updates.  

• Student Agenda – Check the agenda frequently to ensure that your child is consistently 
recording homework assignments. In addition, I sometimes record brief notes in the agenda in 
order to communicate with parents and guardians. It is the student’s responsibility to show all 
notes to a parent/guardian and obtain a signature.  

• Reading and Writing Notebooks – Ask to see your child’s notebooks frequently so that you can 
see what they are learning in class. Frequently, check in to make sure that your child is 
completing daily activities, and ask questions about what he/she is learning. 

• Join the Remind App – Visit remind.com/join/whelanila6 to sign up. Participating in this app will 
allow you to receive text messages/emails with important announcements and reminders. 

 

I am anticipating a wonderful year, one that is full of learning and growth. My goals are to create a 
safe and supportive environment that is conducive to student learning. I want all students to enjoy 
learning and feel able and willing to participate. I will encourage all students to take academic risks 
without being afraid of failing and to work as hard as they can. Finally, I will work with students to 
develop strong organizational skills, to become more responsible, and to help them understand that 
lifelong learning is crucial to success. 
 

I am looking forward to working and communicating with you throughout the school year. Please feel 
free to contact me via email (cassandra.whelan@ebnet.org). I look forward to meeting you at Back to 
School Night (September 17th, 7:00pm) where we can discuss further details about this class and your 
child’s learning experience. 
 
Thank you! 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Whelan 


